
Contents

Preface ............................................................................................................................................1

Introduction ................................................................................................................................3

Warm-Ups ....................................................................................................................................9

Adverb Game ................................................................................................................................11
Daily Activities ..............................................................................................................................12
Adverbs ..........................................................................................................................................13

Archaeology Game ......................................................................................................................14
Artifacts..........................................................................................................................................15

Who Invited You? ........................................................................................................................16
Bad Manners ..................................................................................................................................17
Generic Scenes ..............................................................................................................................18

Brand Name Game ......................................................................................................................19
Imaginary Brand Names ................................................................................................................20

Don’t Do That! ..............................................................................................................................21
Commands ......................................................................................................................................22

Museum of Oddities....................................................................................................................23
Exhibitions and Collections ............................................................................................................24

You Got Me What? ......................................................................................................................26
Gifts ................................................................................................................................................27

Saying Hello ..................................................................................................................................28
As If You Are … ............................................................................................................................29

Hobbies............................................................................................................................................30
Real Hobbies ..................................................................................................................................31

We’re Going on a Vacation ......................................................................................................32
Unusual and Imaginary Hobbies ....................................................................................................33

Tableaux (Frozen Pictures) ....................................................................................................34
Holidays..........................................................................................................................................35

Backpack Game ..........................................................................................................................36
Items in a Purse or Backpack ........................................................................................................37

Let the Games Begin ................................................................................................................38
Olympic Sports ..............................................................................................................................39

I’ve Got the Message ................................................................................................................40
Phone Calls ....................................................................................................................................41

Preposition Game ........................................................................................................................42
Prepositions....................................................................................................................................43



And the Winner Is … ................................................................................................................44
Prizes for Best and Worst ..............................................................................................................45

Musical Comedy............................................................................................................................46
Song Titles and Styles ....................................................................................................................47

My Pet Boa ....................................................................................................................................48
Strange Pets....................................................................................................................................49

A Touch Of … ..............................................................................................................................50
Textures ..........................................................................................................................................51

Useful Utensils..............................................................................................................................52
Utensils ..........................................................................................................................................53

Why Can’t I? ..................................................................................................................................54
Whines ............................................................................................................................................55

Characterization....................................................................................................................57

Faculty Meeting............................................................................................................................59
Academic Disciplines ......................................................................................................................60

What’s Wrong with Me? ............................................................................................................61
Annoying Medical Conditions..........................................................................................................62

I’m an Ox! ......................................................................................................................................63
Chinese Astrological Types ............................................................................................................64

Clothes Make the Person..........................................................................................................65
Clothing ..........................................................................................................................................66

Color Me Pink ..............................................................................................................................68
Colors ..............................................................................................................................................69

Friends Forever ............................................................................................................................70
Friend Traits....................................................................................................................................71

High Five! ......................................................................................................................................72
Gestures ..........................................................................................................................................73

My Tiara ..........................................................................................................................................74
Jewelry and Accessories..................................................................................................................75

Please and Thank You................................................................................................................76
Manners ..........................................................................................................................................77

In the Mood....................................................................................................................................78
Moods..............................................................................................................................................79

Phobia Game..................................................................................................................................80
Phobias............................................................................................................................................81

Relationship Dyads......................................................................................................................84
Relationships ..................................................................................................................................85

Skillful ............................................................................................................................................86
Skills ..............................................................................................................................................87
Enclosed Spaces..............................................................................................................................88



Valley Girls vs. Snobs ................................................................................................................89
Stereotypes ....................................................................................................................................90

It’s My Name! ..............................................................................................................................91
Unusual Names ..............................................................................................................................92

Job Interview ................................................................................................................................93
Unusual Occupations ......................................................................................................................94

Devil Made Me Do It..................................................................................................................95
Vices ..............................................................................................................................................96

Virtuous Family ............................................................................................................................97
Virtues ............................................................................................................................................98

Trapped with a Libra..................................................................................................................99
Western Astrological Types ..........................................................................................................100

Narrative/Plot ......................................................................................................................101

Sherlock Holmes ......................................................................................................................103
The Case of the … ......................................................................................................................104

The Big Moment ........................................................................................................................105
Climaxes ......................................................................................................................................106

It’s a Mystery ..............................................................................................................................107
Clue Sets ......................................................................................................................................108

Our House ....................................................................................................................................110
Dwellings......................................................................................................................................111

Real Estate Agent ....................................................................................................................112
Environments................................................................................................................................113

Lima Beans ..................................................................................................................................114
Food ..............................................................................................................................................115

Glimpses ......................................................................................................................................116
Foreshadowing Situations ............................................................................................................117

It’s Your Lucky Day! ................................................................................................................118
Fortune Cookies............................................................................................................................119

In the Manner Of … ................................................................................................................120
Genres ..........................................................................................................................................121

It Happened Here ......................................................................................................................122
Historical Events ..........................................................................................................................123

The Birth of the Blobs ............................................................................................................126
Imaginary Bands ..........................................................................................................................127

Two Thumbs Up! ........................................................................................................................128
Imaginary Films............................................................................................................................129

Resolutions ..................................................................................................................................130
New Year’s Resolutions ................................................................................................................131



A Bird in the Hand ....................................................................................................................132
Common Sayings ..........................................................................................................................133

Rituals ............................................................................................................................................136
Reasons to Celebrate ....................................................................................................................137

In the Lounge ..............................................................................................................................138
Rooms in a House ........................................................................................................................139

Read All about It........................................................................................................................140
Scrambled Headlines ....................................................................................................................141
Real Headlines ..............................................................................................................................143

Magic Shop ..................................................................................................................................144
Shops ............................................................................................................................................145

Super Powers ..............................................................................................................................146
Super Skills ..................................................................................................................................147

What If? ........................................................................................................................................148
Things You’d Like to See ..............................................................................................................149

Last Chance Saloon ..................................................................................................................150
Unusual Town Names....................................................................................................................151

Our Trip to Rio............................................................................................................................152
Vacation Destinations....................................................................................................................153

The Answers at the Back of the Book ..........................................................155

Animals of the Chinese Zodiac ............................................................................................157

Aligning Improv Games to the National Standards for Theatre Education ........159
Warm-Up Standards ......................................................................................................................161
Characterization Standards ..........................................................................................................162
Narrative/Plot Standards ..............................................................................................................163

Resources......................................................................................................................................164

About the Authors ....................................................................................................................167


